Group photo from the trip to Canberra 18-20 Sept ‘18
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Remembrance Day at the Waverley Park Cenotaph 11th Nov ‘18
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2. Minutes of Previous
Meetings:
1) Sept Quarterly
Meeting
2) Oct Committee
Meeting
3) Nov Committee
Meeting
4) Special Nov
Committee Meeting
5) Dec Committee
Meeting
a) Reception
b) Business Arising
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Nib Awards 22nd Nov ‘18

3. Welcome New
Members.
4. Correspondence
5. Notice of motion

Bronte Public School excursion to Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway 22nd Nov ‘18
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SUB-BRANCH PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Bill Harrigan

Hello members;
Don’t forget our Xmas
quarterly meeting on Sunday
16th December commencing
at 1100 hours. Could be a very
interesting meeting as it falls
after the NSW RSL Special Congress meeting
being held on the 4th December in Sydney.
At the meeting the delegates will be
asked to vote on the institution of the final
(second) draft Constitution which was
delivered only 4 weeks before the vote.
Although not very much time to consider
such an important document State Council is
determined to push ahead with it.
Our view is this is taking place too
quickly and although the Act has passed it is
yet to be proclaimed so why the rush.
Furthermore when it is proclaimed why not
institute changes in our Constitution which
has stood the test of time for over 80 years.
We went into a lot of detail at the
September quarterly meeting over the first
draft and now we have been confronted
with a second draft to consider and vote on.
It was also the intent of State Council
to move a resolution to take what they call a
special repair contribution of 5% of all liquid
assets at the commencement of Each year.
This has since been withdrawn after it was
pointed out the income is raised throughout
the year from rents and investments and not
at the start of year.
Some sub-Branches have gone to great
lengths to thoroughly examine the draft
Constitution and indicate many deficiencies
as they see it.
If the draft does not go through or
even if it does according to the State

President recent report there will be a
Special Congress in Albury in May followed
by our Annual Congress in Sydney in October
2019. How this has been decided we do not
know as usually the Congress decides when
it meets.
All will be revealed at the Quarterly
meeting but for those who wait with baited
breath the entire Special Congress will be
streamed on the internet.
We were very busy over the past
months with the Remembrance Day Service
and dedication and approaching 100th
birthday of the War Memorial in Waverley
Park. The Annual NIB Library Awards
including the Military History prize to which
we donate along with the Rose Bay and the
North Bondi sub-Branches. And of course our
regular Committee and EMDC meetings
discussing among other things the draft
Constitutions.
Hopefully we have sorted out the
Trustee situation with David Jeffrey filling the
vacant position. This should enable us to
now invest the $4.2 million in ETHINVEST
with estimated returns at least double that
we receive from the banks.
Last week Vince Buchan and I
accompanied the year 6 children from the
Bronte School on its annual visit to the
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway at
Concord. There were 44 students, two
teachers and one parent and all enjoyed the
experience.
Looking forward to seeing you at the
December Quarterly meeting, Bill Harrigan,
sub-Branch President.

SUB-BRANCH SECRETARY’S REPORT - Sue Welman

Hello Members,
In the last three months we have
attended to many repairs,
maintenance and refurbishments at
our properties at Calwalla and Lake
St, Laurieton. Solar Panels have now been installed
at Calwalla and two new kitchens at Lake St.
Gutters and fascia boards at both properties were
in need of attention, as it is necessary due to
insurance obligations we keep our properties in
good repair.
On Thursday 22nd November Bill, Joy and I
attended the NIB Awards at North Bondi RSL where
Bill and Lee Stockley (President of Rose Bay
Sub-Branch), presented the Military History Award.
After a quick exit, Bill was able to join Vince Buchan
as they accompanied Bronte Public School to the
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway at Concord.

Vince said the students thoroughly enjoyed the outing
and asked many pertinent questions of the guides two
of them having served in the New Guinea campaigns
and in their nineties.
The Annual Combined Club Dinner and the 100th
Anniversary Remembrance Day Dinner held on the 9th
November was well attended and a pleasant evening
was had by all.
The Remembrance Day Service held at Waverley
Park on 11th November was attended by over 300
people including the new Federal Member for
Wentworth Dr Kerryn Philps.
A reminder about the sub-Branch Quarterly
Meeting on Sunday 16th December at 11am in the
Auditorium.

I would like to wish all
members a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New Year.

STOP PRESS….
On Tuesday 4th December I as your delegate,
along with Vice President Kevin Hagan as Alternate
Delegate attended the special Extraordinary State
Congress at the Wesley Centre Sydney to decide on
the adoption of the draft Constitution.
Members will also recall we debated this at our
September Quarterly meeting at length and the
general contention was to not accept it and
directed us to vote NO.
However, State Branch decided to issue an
amended draft budget some four weeks before the
Special Congress which did not allow us time to
further discuss it with our members.
The first session saw the State President,
Mr. James Brown again adopt a consultative role as
he did in his sessions selling the draft budget.
Explaining at length the various changes and how the
model A and B sub-branches will be governed.
Finally in mid afternoon the resolution to
accept the latest draft constitution was debated and
voted on. The State Council required 66% of the
vote to pass the resolution and have the draft
Constitution accepted in place of our current
Constitution.
The vote was taken by way of a voting device
of for and against.
The result was (out of the sub-Branches in
attendance, over 250) 32 percent for and 68
percent against.

This was an overwhelming rejection of the draft
constitution.
The President in accepting the decision of the
sub-Branches stated State Council will go back to the
drawing boards and review its position.
Probably the best decision of State Council was
to conduct a 12 question survey of the delegates as
to why they rejected the draft constitution. One
good question resulted in the answer a majority of
sub-branches rejected the concept of remuneration
of directors.
We were also informed budgets have been
cleared and we are now able to support other
sub-Branches as we have been doing for years.
However I would prefer to see this in writing.
Finally I would like to thank Lisa and Sue for the
great job they have done in keeping myself and the
Committee up to date with the considerable amount
of information provided by State Branch and others
in relation to this important issue.
Some good news before Xmas. See you at our
meeting and also if you don’t make it:
HAVE A GREAT XMAS AND WE LOOK
FORWARD TO CATCHING UP IN THE
NEW YEAR.

Bill Harrigan
Sub-Branch President.

WELFARE REPORT - David Jeffrey

Hi Everyone,

They also gave us a bit of a better insight
into help that is available for anyone living
at home with things like building
modifications, shopping, cleaning, etc.

We have had quite a few members in
hospital over the winter months, good to
see most of you home again.

Our recent visit to the Kokoda Track at
Concorde was just a fantastic day. Our
guide, Reg Chard, was himself an actual
Kokoda veteran and gave us a wonderful
account of just what it was like.

Two of our most popular members, Vince &
Mary Buchan, celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary with a lovely cruise to
New Zealand. It is a wonderful milestone;
I know we all join in offering you our
congratulations & look forward to having a
celebratory drink or two with you both at
the Quarterly meeting on Sunday.

Don't forget if yourself or anyone else is
going to hospital, make sure you let Vince
or myself know. So often we don't hear
about patients until after you have been
discharged.
Cheers,
Vince Buchan. Ph: 0424 201 119
Dave Jeffrey.
Ph: 0408 679 671
Email: dave.jeffrey@yahoo.com.au

In October, three of us from the Eastern
Area went to a WOG (Welfare Officer's
Group) Conference in Bulahdelah.
It was an excellent day covering, among
other things, how Review Boards work when
assessing pension claims. So if you are
considering applying for a pension or an
upgrade we might be able to guide you in
the right direction.

MEMBERS IN
NURSING HOMES
&
HOSPITAL:
* Little Sisters
Randwick:
Sam Donato
* War Vets
Narrabeen:
Betty Lou Willis
Wally Rivers
* Clover Lea Nursing
Home - Burwood:
Heather
Berghouse

* Shalom–
Macquarie Park:
Ian Mann
* Summit Care Waverley:
Gerald Atkins

BJW RSL AUXILIARY PRESIDENT REPORT - Yvonne Calder
We are now known as the RSL
Auxiliary. Our group is active in providing
welfare services for veterans and their
families.
In conjunction with Waverley
Historical Society we organised a bus Tour
to Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway at
Concord. The tour was well attended and
included a talk by Kokoda Track Veteran Reg
Chard.
Under the fundraising auspice of RSL
WBI we have sold poppies at both
commemorative dinner held at our club on

9th November and Prince of Wales Private
Hospital on 11th November. We donated
our time preparing lunch for NSW NSAA
Annual Dinner on 1st December.
Our AGM will be held in March 2019.
Anyone interested in joining us will be
welcome to attend.
Wishing all seasons greetings for the
festive season!

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:
* 16th Dec - Sub-Branch Quarterly Meeting

PLEASE NOTE:
The Sub-Branch Office will be closed from
Friday 21st Dec 2018 and
re-open on Monday 14th January 2019.

VALE:
* Wilma Wilson
* Neville Jones
* Bernard McGuire

