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It crackled through the brakes,
And o'er the flat of silvery grass
It hissed like angry snakes.

Tt leapt across the flowing streams,
And raced o'er pastures broad;

1t climbed the trees and lit the boughs,
And through the scrub it roared.

The bees fell stifled in the smoke
Or perished in their hives,

And, with the stock, the kangaroos
Went flying for their lives.

—Henry Lawson,
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